
Things to Do and See in Seattle and Tacoma in January 
 

Museums: 
 Seattle Art Museum - Featuring permanent collections of African, Ancient American, Native American, 
European, and Contemporary Art, as well as rotating special exhibitions, the SAM is an easy light rail ride from 
the site and is situated in beautiful downtown Seattle. https://www.seattleartmuseum.org/  
 Frye Museum - The Frye Museum, based around the founding gifts of Charles and Emma Frye, showcases local 
and global artists who are exploring the issues of our time as well as contemporary scholarship on historical 
subject matter. The Frye is free and is accessible by a combination of light rail and city street car from the site. 
https://fryemuseum.org/  
 Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience - The mission of the Wing Luke Museum is to 
connect everyone to the dynamic history, cultures, and art of Asian Pacific Americans through vivid storytelling 
and inspiring experiences to advance racial and social equity. It is accessible for the site via light rail and a short 
walk in the International District. https://www.wingluke.org/  
 Klondike Gold Rush National Park - If you are a fan of National Parks, visit the Nation’s smallest Park, which 
celebrates Seattle’s role in the Alaska Goldrush. Interactive Exhibits immerse visitors in the Gold Rush 
experience. It is accessible from the site via light rail and a short walk from the International District station. 
https://www.nps.gov/klse/index.htm  
 Museum of Flight - Fans of Aerospace won’t want to miss the Museum of Flight in Tukwila. Part of the Boeing 
Campus, the Museum features original and mock ups of famous air and space craft, as well as various artifacts 
and exhibitions. Not terribly accessible via public transportation. https://www.museumofflight.org/  
 National Nordic Museum - Explores the Nordic experience from the home countries through the American 
immigration experience. Some fascinating artifacts and reproductions. Located in the Ballard neighborhood, it 
isn’t terribly accessible via public transportation. https://www.nordicmuseum.org/  
 Museum of History & Industry - Covers Seattle’s history and industry from our Indigenous populations to 
present day. Also has fascinating rotating exhibitions. Currently features an exhibit on the ideas and inventions 
of DaVinci with scaled models. Can be accessed from the site via light rail and South Lake Union Tram. 
https://mohai.org/  
 Burke Museum of Natural History at the University of Washington - Featuring exhibitions on archaeology, 
biology, paleontology, and contemporary culture, the Burke is on the UW campus and easily accessible from the 
new UW-U District light rail space. https://www.burkemuseum.org/  Seattle Asian Art Museum- In Volunteer 
Park, the Seattle Asian Art Museum house’s the SAM’s Asian art collection, both historic and contemporary. Not 
easily accessed by public transit. https://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/seattle-asian-art-museum  
 Seattle MoPoP - The Museum of Pop Culture with permanent exhibits on REM, Nirvana, SciFi and Fantasy film 
and fiction, Horror film and fiction, and more. Also featuring visiting exhibits. Accessible by light rail and historic 
Seattle Monorail. https://www.mopop.org/  
 Chihuly Garden and Glass - Museum dedicated to Dale Chihuly, noted Northwest glass artist. Huge collection 
of his work with a walk through garden. Accessible by light rail and historic Seattle Monorail. 
https://www.chihulygardenandglass.com/visit/plan-your-visit  
 Tacoma Art Museum - Features assorted works that highlight the cultures and peoples of the Pacific 
Northwest, both Indigenous and Immigrant. Not easily accessible by public transit from site, but on Tacoma’s 
street car network, so parking in Tacoma is easy. https://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/  
 The Museum of Glass - Featuring an onsite Hot Shop with live demonstrations, some beautiful Dale Chihuly 
pieces, and lots of other amazing glass art, it’s a must see for fans of blown glass and other glass art. Not easily 
accessible by public transit from site, but on Tacoma’s street car network, so parking in Tacoma is easy. 
https://www.museumofglass.org/  
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 Washington State Historical Museum - Featuring permanent and rotating exhibits on Washington state 
history. Not easily accessible by public transit from site, but on Tacoma’s street car network, so parking in 
Tacoma is easy. https://www.washingtonhistory.org/  
 Tacoma Children’s Museum - Are you bringing littles with you to the event? Stop by either Friday or Sunday 
and let them play at the Tacoma Children’s Museum. Entry is Pay What You Will. Not easily accessible by public 
transit from site, but on Tacoma’s street car network, so parking in Tacoma is easy. 
https://greentrike.org/childrens-museum-of-tacoma 
 Fort Nisqually at Point Defiance Park - Fort Nisqually was the first globally connected settlement in Puget 
Sound. Today the Fort features living history reenactors, exhibits, and more about the fur trade, agriculture, and 
trade between the Hudson Bay company and later settlers. Not easily accessible by public transit from the site. 
https://www.metroparkstacoma.org/place/fort-nisqually-living-history-museum/#visitor-info 
 
 Zoos and Aquariums: 
  Woodland Park Zoo - Featuring Northwest Animal Trail, Austaliasia, African Savanna, Tropical Asia, Penguins, 
and More. Reachable by the #5 Metro Bus. https://www.zoo.org/  
 Seattle Aquarium - Located on Seattle’s historic waterfront, features exhibits about animals both native to the 
Pacific Northwest’s waters and more tropical climes. https://www.seattleaquarium.org/  
 Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium - Featuring Asian Forest Sanctuary, Arctic Tundra, Red Wolf Woods, and 
both Pacific Seas and South Pacific Aquariums. Easily visited in a few hours. Not easily accessible by public transit 
from the event site. https://www.pdza.org/  
 Northwest Trek - Features Driving Tours of Pacific Northwest Animals, Keeper Led Tours, Kids Zone, Walking 
Paths, Zip Line, and more. Not accessible by public transit from the event site. https://www.nwtrek.org/  
 
Other Points of Interest:  
 Pike Place Market - Seattle’s Historic Farmer’s market, it’s home to vendors of everything from traditional 
German Sausage to arts and crafts, fresh produce and beautiful flowers to Market Spice, and don’t miss the 
famous thrown fish! https://www.pikeplacemarket.org/about-pike-place-market/plan-your-visit/  
 Fremont Troll - Check out Fremont’s Famous Troll, Seattle’s most iconic piece of public art. 
https://fremont.com/explore/sights/troll/  
 Seattle’s Great Wheel - A large Ferris Wheel on the historic Seattle Waterfront with views of the Cascades, the 
Olympics, downtown, and Puget Sound. https://seattlegreatwheel.com/  
 Seattle Public Library Central Branch - The home of Seattle’s Public Library System, the Central Branch is a 
gorgeous piece of modern architecture. https://www.spl.org/hours-and-locations/central-library 
 Seattle Space Needle - Built for the Seattle World’s Fair, this major landmark has an elevator up to a rotating 
restaurant with 360 degree views of Seattle and its surroundings. https://www.spaceneedle.com/  
 Highline-SeaTac Botanical Garden - Just a short drive from site, a 10,000 sq ft garden with native trees, rose 
gardens, and the Seike Japanese garden, a memorial to a son lost fighting for the US in WWII. 
https://www.seattlesouthside.com/listing/highline-seatac-botanical-garden/223/ 
 
State Parks:  
 Saltwater State Park - in Des Moines, between Seattle and Tacoma, features sandy beach along Puget Sound 
and green hiking trails. https://parks.state.wa.us/578/Saltwater  
 Dash Point - Located in Federal Way, a little further south toward Tacoma, also with beaches and tide pools, 
but more extensive hiking paths. https://parks.state.wa.us/496/Dash-Point 
 


